ATTACHMENT 1:  STATE FISHERIES AGENCIES’ ROLES AND MISSIONS

Department of Marine Resources 

The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) was established to conserve and develop marine and estuarine resources; to conduct and sponsor scientific research; to promote and develop the Maine coastal fishing industries; to advise and cooperate with local, state, and federal officials concerning activities in coastal waters; and to implement, administer, and enforce the laws and regulations necessary for these purposes (12 MRSA §6051). 

The Commissioner of DMR is authorized to require a fishway to be erected, maintained, repaired or altered by the owners, lessors or other persons in control of any dam or other artificial obstruction within coastal waters frequented by alewives, shad, salmon, sturgeon or other anadromous fish species (12 MRSA §6121).

DMR’s role in the review of hydropower is defined in a Memorandum of Understand between DMR and the Department of Environmental Protection, dated October 9, 1984.  DMR reviews, assesses, and provides relevant biological and technical recommendations at all stages of hydropower project development.

Atlantic Salmon Commission

The Maine Atlantic Salmon Commission was established to protect, preserve, enhance, restore and manage the Atlantic salmon and its habitat; to secure a sustainable recreational fishery in the State; and to conduct and coordinate all projects involving research, planning, management, restoration or propagation of the Atlantic salmon (12 MRSA §9901).  

The Commission has the responsibility of working with other agencies in the executive branch of State Government and with the Legislature, federal and international agencies and the private sector in carrying out its mission The Commission has the sole authority to introduce Atlantic salmon into the inland waters; to limit or prohibit the taking of Atlantic salmon; may issue licenses for the taking of Atlantic salmon; may adopt rules establishing the time, place and manner of Atlantic salmon fishing in all waters of the State; and enter into any contracts, agreements or other arrangements with public agencies and with private parties that the Commission finds necessary to carry out its purposes (12 MRSA §9902).
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW) is an agency of the State of Maine with principal offices in Augusta, Maine. 12 MRSA §10051, et.seq..  IFW is responsible for the administration and enforcement of inland fisheries and wildlife laws and for the management of all inland fish and wildlife in the State.
